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Vision
Our vision at Qatar Academy Al Khor is to empower students to be open-
minded, inquiring and knowledgeable life-long learners who are able to adapt 
to an ever-changing world through intercultural understanding and respect.

We envision our future in leaders as courageous problem-solvers who will 
make a positive difference in the world.

Guiding 
Statements

Mission
Our mission at Qatar Academy Al Khor is to create a safe yet dynamic learning 
environment that inspires innovation. QAK empowers learners to think 
critically as compassionate and principled global citizens grounded in Arab 
values while celebrating Qatari National heritage and culture.

Definition of 
High-Quality Learning
Learning at QAK is an innovative, inquiry-based process that is conceptual, 
engaging, collaborative, and impactful.

Objectives
Qatar Academy Al Khor aims to meet the educational needs and expectations 
of students and to provide them with opportunities to reach their full 
potential by:
n Achieving academic excellence through varied teaching and learning 

strategies
n Offering internationally recognized syllabuses
n Delivering for and maintaining the highest standards through continuous 

evaluation and improvement programs
n Providing opportunities for a balanced development among the academic, 

physical, esthetic, social, and cultural aspects
n Setting consistently challenging targets, so that each student realizes his/

her full potential
n Fostering tolerance and appreciation of various cultures, traditions, 
 and values
n Creating a safe and supportive learning environment
n Encouraging the virtues of self-respect and respect for others
n Embracing and utilizing information communication technology
n Providing a wide range of extracurricular activities
n Promoting communication and collaboration among parents, students, 

school, and community
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As we close the chapter of the pandemic “- inshallah -” 
and its impact (positive and negative), we look at the 
future with hope, determination, and positivity! Hope that 
the world will move to a better place, determination to 
make the world a better place, and positivity in facing any 
potential obstacle. These are some of the milestones of 
education targets! And through education, we strive, with 
and for our students, to impact the world and leave 
our print!

We have all faced great challenges and proved, as a 
conscious and civilized society, that we can protect 
ourselves through unifying local and global efforts. The 
first lesson that we learned was that through our faith in 
God almighty and our collaboration as one unified family 
of parents, faculty, administrators, staff, and students, we 
can continue our learning journey!

We are very proud of our 2021-2022 DP cohort who 
graduated in May 2022. I addressed them on that day as 
“the leaders of tomorrow, the owners of innovative ideas, 
a repository of principles and values embedded in them 
by their parents and the Qatar Academy-Al Khor’s vision 
and mission. They are now ready to face life’s challenges 
and move towards achieving their goals, sure-footed and 
confident, with well-established values and overflowing 
love for themselves, their parents, and their beloved 
country, Qatar.”

Director’s 
Perspective

This year, we continued to serve our community with 
dedication, passion, and innovation. We have developed 
our definition of high-quality learning. This definition will 
set the standards and expectations for high-quality and 
efficient learning and teaching. We reviewed our curricula 
in languages and math and enhanced our current 
practices and resources. Once the COVID-19 restrictions 
decreased, the campus recovered its energy! Student 
projects filled the corridors and all school spaces. Student 
and teacher voices emerged proud and confident. Parent 
contributions re-established the school-home connection 
that was previously lost.

We move forward with persistence and inspiration- 
Inspired by our students, teachers, parents, and the Qatari 
community! The World Cup is a historical event happening 
this year and we will seize every opportunity for our 
students and community to be active participants!
 
Lina Mouchantaf
Director
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Events
We were fortunate to host several events on campus 
as the restrictions from the COVID-19 pandemic eased, 
which galvanized our QAK community spirit. 

Qatar 
National Day
The Qatar National Day celebrations that took place over 
several days on campus in December were a particular 
highlight of the year. Students were able to express 
their love for Qatar and learn about valued traditions 
and customs, and express their pride through stories, 
activities, sharing delicious food, and wearing the
National dress.

FIFA 
Arab Cup 2021
We shared excitement for the inauguration of Al Khor’s 
Al Bayt Stadium in November for the FIFA Arab Cup 
Tournament 2021 with our students wearing the colours 
of the 16 competing teams and uniting in the joy for 
Qatar’s victory in the opening match against Bahrain.

Qatar National 
Sports Day
National Sports Day in February brought many fun 
opportunities for our students to learn about maintaining 
a healthy lifestyle and to take part in races, games, and 
sports within their grade level bubbles.

International 
Mother Tongue 
Language Day
We were honored to receive renowned Qatari Author 
Ms. Munira Al Rumaihi, who visited classes as part of 
Mother Tongue Language Day in February. She shared 
the craft of storytelling and encouraged our budding 
writers to enter a national competition. Students across 
all grades engaged in activities within their cluster areas 
that celebrated their skills and the diversity of languages 
spoken within our community.

Primary School 
Highlights
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Autism 
Awareness 
Week 
3-7 April
Autism Awareness Week was celebrated with great pride 
at Qatar Academy Al Khor during 3-7 April. Students 
were given the opportunity to engage in fun activities 
designed to focus this time on celebrating and promoting 
acceptance of people with autism.

Primary collaborated with The Middle Years Program 
(MYP) student, author, and Senior School Ambassador 
for the Autism in Grade 9, Fatima Al Mohannadi Fatima 

presented a program, “You’re Not Alone” and she visited 
classes to read her story, which was inspired by her 
personal journey with her sister who has ASD.

Students were also given an insight into a famous 
YouTuber, Khalid Ameri (from the UAE) and his son 
Abdulla, who is also on the Autism Spectrum. They 
were able to appreciate some of the challenges a 
child with autism may have, an understanding of how 
special schools cater for varying needs as well as some 
accommodations required when traveling. 

Students from QAK wrote supporting letters and 
messages to their peers in Awsaj Academy and 
Renad Academy.

Ms. Yasmeen (Grade 4 Teacher), who has a son on the 
Autism Spectrum was able to share his journey and the 
differences between neuro-typical and neuro-diverse 
students as well as the additional assistance required 
depending on their varying level of needs.

Book Fair 
at QAK 
“The best companion in time is a book”. Reading has 
real and long lasting benefits, prompting QAK Library 
to organize a Book Fair on Tuesday 15 March, hosted by 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University Press. Grade 1-5 students 
visited the Book Fair with their teachers on a scheduled 
basis to ensure safety and precautionary measures. 
They purchased a selection of affordable books for every 
reading level.

n Grade 3 student Nayef Ahmad Al Hail raised awareness for children with Down’s Syndrome by giving talks to his grade 
level classmates. Nayef is an ambassador for Down’s Syndrome awareness, and he was able to challenge his peers’ 
perceptions of special needs through his thought-provoking presentations.

n During the Holy month of Ramadan, Students also enjoyed Nafela and Garangao celebrations within their grades – we 
truly appreciated the opportunity to celebrate these significant events on campus for the first time since the start of 
the global pandemic two years ago.

n Several QAK Primary students took part in the QF 
Convocation ceremony representing their collective 
pride in singing the Qatar National Anthem.

Nafela Day
The Islamic Studies department organized the Nafela 
Day, which is a Qatari tradition that takes place two 
weeks before Blessed Ramadan, to instill the values of 
sharing and giving within our students. Students wear 
their traditional clothing and take part in providing and 
distributing traditional meals to the workers.

Anti-Bullying 
Week
Primary students were pleased to support the initiative 
led by Grade 7 student, Abdulla Hilal Al Mohannadi on 
anti-bullying by engaging in class activities to address 
this important subject.
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Civil Defence 
Visit – Student-
led Initiative for 
Summer Safety 
Awareness 
In June, Grade 3 student Subah Bakhet organized a visit 
from the Civil Defence to inform students on summer 
safety and precautions we can all take to be cautious and 
fire safety aware. Students enjoyed a close-up view of the 
Fire Truck and the Civil Defence Officers explained the 
workings of the hose and the specialist tools on board. It 
was a fascinating educational experience.

Competition 
Success
Many Primary students represented QAK with pride 
beyond the classroom by taking part in competitions to 
showcase their creativity, knowledge, and expertise. 

Akhlaquna 
Award 2020-21
In October, we were proud to extend our congratulations 
to Primary Grade 3 student Mohammed Hilal Al 
Mohannadi and his brother Abdulla Hilal Al Mohannadi 
in Senior School for winning the prestigious Akhlaquna 
competition in the Junior category. Their achievement was 
a wonderful inspiration to our community.    

His Highness 
Sheikh Tamim’s 
Education 
Excellence 
Award
In January, we were thrilled to receive the news of two 
prestigious successes at QAK for His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim’s Education Excellence Award - the Platinum 
winner for Primary was gifted to Nasser Bikhout Al 
Nuaimi for his application submitted when he was in 
Grade 5 last year. He was honored alongside his Senior 
School colleague, Fatima Saad Al Mohannadi, who was 
gifted the Platinum Award for the Middle School.  

Arabic 
Short Story 
Competition 
In May, Grade 3 students achieved success in the Reading 
Competition with Fatima Abdulla Al Kaabi being awarded 
the overall winner and the honor of having her story 
published in Qatar. 

Robotics 
Olympiad
In May, Grade 3 student Nayef Ahmad Al Hail presented 
his Arabic Teaching Robot and achieved maximum 
success with his design for the Robotics Olympiad. He 
won the first prize at the championships held in Doha.

Student Council
The Primary students elected their council 
representatives in the spring following an exciting 
hustings process. The student council members embodied 
the IB learner profile attributes of being principled and, as 
effective communicators put their responsibility to good 
use by representing the views of their classmates. They 
monitored safety and our essential agreements in the 
playground, and gave valuable feedback to the cafeteria 
services on improving the menu options.  

Their project management skills and creativity were 
tested as they planned a fun day for Grade 3 and 4 
Primary students to end the year in June, which was 
enjoyed by everyone! 

After School 
Activities
The Primary faculty were pleased to be able to offer 
some after-school enrichment activities for Grade 1-5 
in the second semester including bot ball, visual arts, 
board games, reading enrichment sessions, chess club, 
gymnastics, and children’s cinema club. 

Seeing the students building on their skills and interests 
in a more informal setting was rewarding for our faculty 
and they valued being able to connect with students from 
other grades. The additional commitment by the school 
to provide these services was also much appreciated by 
parents. 

Educational 
Field Trips
Grade 2 enjoyed a stimulating trip to develop their career 
skills at Kids Mondo in Doha, connected to their UOI.  It 
was a fascinating opportunity to learn about different 
jobs, uniforms, and tools in a fun play-based learning 
environment.

Grade 5 were able to celebrate the success of completing 
the PYP with an action-packed trip to the Snow Dunes 
at Doha Festival City. Not only were they able to make 
connections with their studies, on climate and the 
environment during the Exhibition but also challenge 
themselves to complete the icy course and remain on 
their feet! 

We are grateful to the faculty 
members who supported 
all our students to develop 
their talents and become 
positive role models for 
their classmates and 
representatives for these 
prestigious awards and 
competitions.

Math Quest 
Eight students from grades 3–5 participated in the annual 
ECIS Math Quest in May - a math learning challenge for 
elementary school students. Our students competed in 
the two-day online event alongside 140 other students 
from 21 different schools across 13 countries! Students 
worked as individuals and as part of a collaborative 
team to answer a variety of questions. The students also 
answered practical and investigative questions drawn 
from all fields of mathematics.  

Akhlaquna 
Award 2021-22
In April, we were pleased to learn that Hamad Saad made 
it to the final round of the Akhlaquna Award and we wish 
him success for all the hard work he has accomplished as 
part of his application.

Holy Quran 
Competition
During Ramadan, several students took part in the 
prestigious Holy Quran competition and were commended 
for their participation. We hope that our engagement will 
grow from strength-to-strength next year. The aim of the 
competition is to ground the love of Islam and the Prophet 
- Peace be upon him - in the students’ heart as well as 
encouraging them to live by the Islamic values.
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Early Education 
Center

EEC Wellness 
Committee
Janice, Nneka, Hanan, Remy, and Tamar in our EEC team 
started a Wellness Committee to promote health and 
well-being among our EEC team. Their mission was 
to offer innovative ways to help all of us increase our 
knowledge about healthy matters, explore fun ways to be 
physically healthier, and improve our emotional health 
and well-being. They strongly believe that everyday 
choices can help us live healthier and happier lives at 
work and at home. 
 
Due to the pandemic, they shared a survey with the 
teachers at the beginning of the year to identify their 
well-being strengths and needs. Based on the feedback, 
they designed, organized, and facilitated a 10-week 
asynchronous Bitmoji PD (Self-Care Sundays) to meet 
their needs and improve their well-being. Self-Care 
Sundays were a huge success.  

We hosted various events that prioritized self-care, 
such as:
n  Student Teacher Conference Refreshment Week
n  Holiday Self-Care Package
n  The renovation of the staffroom kitchen into an oasis 

for all the EEC department and administration
n  Teacher’s Appreciations Note and Self-Care Incentive
n  Back to School Refreshments
n  End of the Year Goodbye Self-Care Note

Our EEC staff were truly appreciative of the wonderful 
work this committee has done this year to support their 
well-being!

At Qatar Academy Al Khor, we have the privilege of 
welcoming and introducing our youngest students to 
school life and the very important job of setting a strong 
foundation for their education in the years ahead. For 
the academic year 2021-2022, we had 4 “Pre Stage 
3” classes, 6 “Pre Stage 4” classes and 6 KG classes, 
with a total of 330 students, 16 teachers and 14 
instructional assistants working across the Early Years 
team. Our students are immersed daily in engaging and 
meaningful learning experiences, in both English and 
Arabic, with a focus on learning through play, while 
simultaneously developing the IB learner profile and 
Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills. Even with many 
changes to our schedule and program as a result of 
COVID-19 restrictions, we have had another successful 
and enjoyable year and are very much looking forward 
to continuing to support our children in their learning 
journey. 

EEC PYP Parent 
Workshops
At the beginning of the year a survey was sent out to all 
EEC parents, asking for their input on what workshops 
they would be interested in. Based on the responses 
the EEC department received, the EEC teaching team 
delivered the following four online interactive workshops 
for our parents:
1. Social and Emotional Positive Discipline
2. Reading and Writing in PS 3
3. Reading and Writing in PS 4
4. Understanding PYP in the Early Years Programme

The workshops were a great way to connect to our parent 
community and deepen their understanding of what the 
PYP teaching, and learning program looks like in the 
early years and how they can further support their child’s 
learning at home.Well-being 

Sunday 
In QAK, we believe in continuous professional 
development and teacher well-being. On Sunday 21 
November, the leadership team hosted a range of 
professional development opportunities for the teachers 
such as launching the new initiative “My Values drive My 
Identity”, reviewing, and gathering teacher feedback on 
behavior policies and aligning our math curriculum.
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EEC Library 
While we are lucky enough to already have a fantastic 
library at Qatar Academy Al Khor, it was only accessible 
to Grade 1 students and above. Our Early Years team 
wanted to foster a love of libraries, books and reading 
while also developing early literacy skills in our youngest 
students. So when there was an opportunity to redesign 
an empty space into a tailor-made Early Years library, we 
had a huge number of our Early Years staff volunteer to 
be involved. 

We were keen to meet the challenge of creating this 
space using a lot of creative thinking and sustainable 
practices. It is amazing what you can produce when you 
reuse, repurpose, and recycle! After a lot of hard work by 
many hands, we officially opened our Early Years library 
earlier this year. Our staff and students love this calm 
and engaging space, and we want to thank all of the staff 
involved who worked so hard to turn this dream into a 
reality.

Celebration of 
Learning
In June, the Pre 4 staff and students held a wonderful 
performance to celebrate the end of their final unit of 
learning - “How We Express Ourselves”. It was the first 
time in two years that we have been able to welcome our 
parents into school to see their children perform and 
share their learning through an art exhibition as well as 
song and dance items from every single Pre 4 class.  It 
was an uplifting and joyous occasion and we cannot wait 
to incorporate many more experiences for our students 
and our families to enjoy next year across all 3 EEC 
grades.

Fun in the Early 
Years
Our dedicated staff worked hard to plan, organize and 
facilitate a variety of fun-filled events for our students 
to enjoy throughout the year. Some of our favorite 
special days this year included the 100 days at school 
celebration, Qatar National Day, Garangao, Pajama Day 
and a real favorite was the Water Play Day! This day saw 
our students dressing up in their swimwear and enjoying 
a range of fun outdoor water play activities designed to 
build fine and gross motor skills, and life skills while also 
integrating science and math concepts. The activities 
included floating/sinking a activity, toy washing, cleaning 
using spray bottles, aiming at a target using water guns, 
measuring/capacity station, fun with bubbles, aiming with 
water gun at cups, clothes washing, and fishing!  
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Curriculum 

English 
English Language instruction focuses on integrating, 
writing, reading, viewing and presenting, speaking and 
listening within the units of inquiry. At QAK we have 
adopted the AERO standards and aligned these with the 
PYP Language scope and sequence to guide instruction in 
our English lessons. Our teachers collaborated to design 
engaging activities to ensure that students were given 
opportunities to improve their English language skills 
through in-class activities, group, and personal projects, 
written activities and video or audio recordings. In 
Primary School, we adopted WIDA rubrics for all strands 
to share a common vision of assessment among our 
teachers. 

Mathematics 
Our mathematics curriculum is based on AERO standards 
and the PYP Mathematics scope and sequence learning 
outcomes. The five math strands are integrated within our 
units of inquiry namely: Number, Shape and Space, Data 
Handling, Measurement, and Pattern, and Function. When 
authentic learning engagements cannot be integrated 
into the units of inquiry, the objectives are taught stand-
alone through the key concepts.  Students are engaged 
in inquiry stations to drive lessons and allow them 
to develop and master their Approaches to Learning 
(ATL) skills. Encouraging and scaffolding students to 
independently explain their mathematical thinking is also 
a focus. Student engagement is increased with the use of 
hands-on manipulatives, inquiry activities, and providing 
regular opportunities to collaborate with one another. 

Arabic 
The Arabic language programme at QAK follows the 
ministry standards whereby students are assessed on 
grammar, spelling, reading, writing, and speaking and 
listening. As a bilingual school, teachers from the English 
and Arabic departments work collaboratively to ensure 
that both languages are embedded within the Primary 
Years Programme. Teachers use a range of virtual 
platforms to engage the students in all areas of the Arabic 
curriculum. Kutubee, a reading platform, was introduced 
to the students so they could continue developing their 
reading skills at home. 

Science 
Science is integrated within the units of inquiry. Each 
unit is planned to invite students to make authentic, 
scientific inquiries. Alongside the PYP Science skills we 
have also adopted the NGSS standard to allow students 
to explore all four science concepts, forces, and energy, 
living things, earth and space and materials and matter. 
In Grade 1, students explored the concept of living things 
by investigating animal patterns and how those help them 
in their habitats. In Grade 2, students explored ocean 
ecosystems. 

Islamic Studies 
Religious knowledge, Quran recitation, and application 
of knowledge are the three strands that are taught in 
Islamic studies. Students are encouraged to apply their 
understanding of Islamic studies to their daily lives 
and demonstrate that they are principled learners. 
Islamic values are also embedded within our units of 
inquiry. Every year students are given the opportunity to 
participate in Quran recitation competitions.

Art
The Art curriculum is delivered through the PYP scope 
and sequence documents and AERO standards. Teachers 
designed activities which allowed students to explore 
their creativity and appreciate and respond to arts 
through units of inquiry. Students from all grades were 
given authentic opportunities to express themselves 
through art. Our artworks around Qatar National Day, 
Peace Day, and many other projects were showcased and 
celebrated throughout the school. 

P.E. 
The three strands that form the P.E. curriculum are 
Identity, Active Living, and Interactions. During the 
pandemic, our specialist teachers designed learning 
experiences that allowed students to participate in 
exercise activities, and maintain social interactions 
with their peers. As some of the restrictions were lifted 
we managed to start delivering P.E. lessons where the 
students could interact and develop their ATL Skills that 
they had missed.  

Music 
Creating and Responding are the two strands that we 
focus on in our music sessions. Alongside a range 
of virtual tools and Platforms, students were given 
the opportunity to create music. Students expressed 
themselves in many ways and also integrated technology 
using different apps. 
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Grade 5 PYP 
Exhibition
The Exhibition held in May was a resounding success and 
we were fortunate this year to be able to invite parents 
to attend the student presentations and certificate 
presentations in person.  

The importance of sustainability and environmental 
concerns were prominent in the student inquiries and 
clear connections were made with the United Nation’s 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

In addition to showcasing their depth of knowledge and 
research skills, our eldest students were able to reflect 
on their learning journey and develop crucial ATL skills 
that will be of great benefit as they enter the The Middle 
Years Program (MYP) next year.

Senior School 
Highlights 
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The Senior School Student Council designed and planned 
the “Think Pink Run” with COVID-19 rules and regulations 
in mind. Each class was designated a particular time 
throughout the day to run in order to benefit breast 
cancer awareness and research. Each class was broken 
into groups of three students, allowing all students to 
participate with safety.

The Student Council team worked with Miss Nana and 
MYP classes to organize Qatar National Day celebrations. 
This included each cohort’s efforts designing a theme that 
represented Qatari culture and heritage. 

The Diploma Program (grades 11-12) students have 
shown remarkable resilience throughout their last two 
years of school at QAK. They have not lacked spirit despite 
the lost learning while persevering to meet the rigorous 
expectations required of them in the Diploma Program. 
They will be the first cohort of students in three years to 
take the IBDP exams. The school has managed to keep 
these students on track and we are expecting, despite 
all challenges, many students to score highly. We look 
forward to their in-person graduation, again for the first 
time in three years at our school, where we can wish 
them well and congratulate them on their success. 

The Diploma Program continues to grow in terms of 
numbers of students and courses on offer. We continually 
adjust our program to cater to the current interests 
and future needs of our students. It has been difficult to 
achieve this due to uncontrollable circumstances, but it is 
to the benefit of the students that this continues to be our 
approach. This year a new science course, Environmental 
Systems and Societies, was added to the course list, and 
we are preparing to add another course, Digital Societies, 
in the 2022-23 academic year. 

In the Middle Years Program (grades 6-10), the school has 
joined with others in Qatar Foundation daily to moderate 
samples of student work to ensure greater equity in 
assessment across QF schools. This has been a huge 
but worthwhile administrative task aimed at aligning our 
learning objectives and academic achievements with 
other IB schools in the system. 
 
Another impressive exhibition we enjoyed this year was 
the MYP Personal Project Exhibition. MYP projects are 
completed by grade 10 students in their final year of the 
program, before entering into the Diploma Program in 
grade 11. These capstone projects are based on student 
interests and are engaging to others, enabling students’ 
to explore relevant issues and interests through a cycle 
of inquiry, action, and reflection. The MYP Personal 
Projects help students to: develop their profile attributes 
as an IB learner; demonstrate their skills as they 
approach learning various topics (as developed through 
their coursework in the MYP) and develop the habits of 
independent; lifelong learning that we desire for them. 
Our 44 students who presented during the MYP Personal 
Project Exhibition shared their ideas and findings about 
various topics like sustainability, globalization, human 
rights, and hobbies.

The IB Diploma 
Programme
Over the last few years, we have seen our International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) grow in both 
the number of students and courses that we offer. Our 
Graduating Class of 2022 was 38 students, our biggest 
cohort so far. Compared to other schools around the 
world, our program is still relatively small which allows 
us the opportunity to give individual care and support to 
our students. The firm establishment and steady evolution 
of our program have been important to the school’s 
stability in a turbulent couple of years.

Despite the challenges and strain of the pandemic, we 
have always tried to maintain the high standards and 
rigor of the program. It has not been easy for teachers 
and students but, to their credit, we have been able to 
preserve and even enhance the quality for which QAK 
is renowned. The Diploma Program was able to deliver 
excellent quality teaching through virtual and face-to-face 
classes, almost seamlessly as we moved from one mode 
to another sometimes at very short notice. We are grateful 
that most of the 2021-22 academic year commenced in 
person.

The Diploma Program requires students to take two 
languages, a science subject, a humanities subject, math 
and a further optional subject. In an effort to match 
student requirements and desires, we have evolved our 
own course options. This has meant additional training on 
our behalf as well as recruiting teachers for the additional 
positions. The success of QAK’s Diploma Program is in 
part due to the experience, qualifications, and character 
of the teaching staff. When this is complemented by our 
state-of-the-art facilities and clear, strong leadership, we 
are providing an optimal environment in which students 
can flourish.

Our DP results are strong and we are justifiably proud 
as our students are attending top universities in Qatar. 
But beyond this is our drive to graduate students of good 
character that reflect our values. As leaders in our society 
in the new future, we want to instill in them a will to be 
caring, knowledgeable, and principled. In this way, it will 
greatly benefit the future of our community. In 2021-22, 
the QAK Diploma Program has been consistently solid in 
the storm we are all hoping will pass soon. 

Middle Years 
Program (MYP)
The Middle Years Program (MYP) continues to focus on the 
way students learn at QAK, incorporating inquiry-based 
learning as a fundamental concept of tapping into young 
people’s curiosity. Once students become engaged in this 
process, the learning becomes deeper, especially when 
combined with skills needed to achieve a task or project. 

The subjects in the MYP have been changed to reflect 
our changing world. The importance of information 

Graduation 
2022
QAK celebrated the graduation of the sixth cohort in 
its history that shaped 38 of our very bright graduates 
who will embark on the next stage of their future. The 
celebration’s keynote speaker, Tefla Al Muhannadi is 
a QAK Alumni and a fresh Education City graduate. 
Parents of our graduates, PUE leadership, and prominent 
members of the local community attended this event. 

technology and strengthening national identity has meant 
that Digital Design and Qatar National History have 
become fundamental components of the Middle Years 
Program. 

The MYP continues to adopt the e-Assessments as the 
preferred method of summative assessment for our 
students in Grade 10. As such, 28 students matriculated 
from MYP into the Diploma Program at the beginning 
of 2021-22, and we expect an additional 44 students to 
graduate at the beginning of next school year. As they 
grow, we expect that these students are equipped with the 
essential knowledge and skills to succeed in the Diploma 
Program. 
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Curriculum 

English 
During the 2021-22 academic year, the English 
department at QAK Senior School enjoyed more in-person 
instruction and slowly returned to collaborative learning, 
while maintaining the COVID-19 safety protocols. 

MYP students in Language Acquisition studied graphic 
novels as a way to reinforce the four language domains 
of reading, writing, speaking, and listening through using 
highly engaging texts. Students learned the elements 
of visual analysis and how creators employ visuals and 
language to shape meaning. 

MYP students in Language and Literature were given 
choice, voice, and agency when creating their own 
revision games in preparation for their exams. Some 
students created vocabulary games with a physical 
component and played it outside to celebrate Qatar 
National Sports Day. Students also engaged in outdoor 
planting activities connected to the curriculum as part of 
our Eco-Schools initiative. 

The English department also aligned their oral language 
assessments in both Language Acquisition and Language 
and Literature from MYP 1-5, using backwards design 
from DP external assessments to better prepare 
and equip students with the necessary thinking and 
communication skills. 

Lastly, grade 10 and grade 12 students in both Language 
Acquisition and Language and Literature courses 
successfully completed their oral assessments with 100% 
in-person participation. 

Looking ahead, the English department is preparing to 
resume experiential learning connected to our curriculum 
and welcoming visiting authors back into our school! 

Islamic Studies 
Department
The curriculum is based on the standards and objectives 
set by the Ministry of Education and Higher Education 
in the State of Qatar, together with the requirements of 
the MYP in the International Baccalaureate curriculum. It 
aims to foster critical thinking skills and enhance Islamic 
culture and moral values.

One of the department’s objectives is to work on 
integrating our learners into their local and cultural 
community by enhancing their religious and national 
affiliation. We actively link the content to all aspects of 
life in a way that achieves a lively interaction between the 
learner and their Islamic and national culture.

Through QAK’s facilitation, students acquired valuable 
experience by participating in the following:

n School activities that enhance students’ Islamic values, 
develop a sense of religious responsibility, strengthen 
their relationship with God Almighty through worship, 
and adhere to good morals urged by our true religion

n Classroom and home projects made by students to 
reinforce the studied concepts

n  Various research on several topics from a religious 
perspective, for example, magic, zakkah and charity 
work, and different religions

n Preparing different projects and presentations on, 
Islamic landmarks and mosques in Qatar

n Qatar National Day activities expressing the Qatari 
culture and traditions

Qatar History 
Department
The curriculum of Qatar History is based on the 
standards and objectives set by the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education in the State of Qatar, together 
with the requirements of the MYP in the International 
Baccalaureate curriculum. It aims to achieve critical 
thinking skills and enhance Islamic culture and moral 
values. One of the department’s objectives is to work 
on integrating our learners into their local and cultural 
community by enhancing their religious and national 
affiliation, linking the content to all aspects of life in a 
way that achieves a lively interaction between the learner 
and their Islamic and national culture. Through QAK’s 
facilitation, students acquired valuable experience by 
participating in the following:

n Classroom and home projects made by students 
to reinforce the studied concepts, consolidate the 
national identity, and develop responsible citizenship

n Various research on several topics from a national 
perspective, such as the role of the State of Qatar in 
spreading peace in the world

n Different projects and presentations, such as the 
effective citizenship, pictures from Qatar, and the 
role of economic institutions in achieving economic 
security

n Qatar National Day activities reflecting the Qatari 
culture and traditions

Math
During 2021-22, mathematics teaching and learning 
focused on three aspects:
n Approaches to learning (ATL) skills development, 

focusing on critical thinking, communication, and 
self-management. With students being physically 
back in school and the ease of COVID-19 restrictions, 

the teachers in the mathematics department have 
been able to conduct more collaborative learning 
opportunities with students. Students were able 
to work in partners and small groups to complete 
activities that have helped them to reflect on their 
understanding, inquiries, and approaches to solving 
problems.

n The teachers’ main focus was trying to fill in some 
of the students’ underlying gaps in mathematics 
content caused by the online learning period during 
the pandemic. We revisited the unit plans and made 
the necessary adjustments to incorporate all missed 
material and required skills. After-school tutorial 
sessions were conducted to help students that fell 
behind catch up with the presumed knowledge and 
skills. This was our main priority in an effort to 
establish a reliable scope and sequence that reflects 
the vertical articulation of the math curriculum and 
course framework. As a result, students have worked 
hard and grown in their confidence and skills in their 
mathematics classes.

n Upon examining the assessment components for 
both the MYP e-assessment and DP external and 
internal assessments, teachers revisited the course 
subject overviews and made necessary amendments 
to incorporate the changes while altering some 
curriculum priorities to address our focus areas in 
the approach to teaching and learning. This type of 
adjustment in the curriculum has helped and will 
continue to help students progress through the 
mathematics curriculum in both MYP and DP courses.

Physical and Health 
Education (PHE)
During the 2021-22 academic year, senior school students 
were excited to be back in the gym after almost two years 
of COVID-19 restrictions and online learning. The PHE 
department created safe, socially-distanced activities that 
the students could be engage in. Although there were no 
after-school activities offered until the final quarter of 
the school year, lunch periods were offered to individual 
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cohorts for games such as table tennis, volleyball, and 
football. In addition, a group of QAK students took part 
in the FIFA Flag Bearer initiative, carrying the FIFA flag 
during the pre-game match ceremonies at the local Al 
Bayt Stadium during the FIFA Arab Cup hosted in Qatar in 
December 2021. 

Through the Physical and Health Education curriculum, 
all students throughout the MYP (grades 6-10):
n Engaged in safe, socially-distanced activities and 

games, such as football, tennis, basketball, volleyball, 
and tchoukball

n Learned about healthy nutrition and exercise while 
exploring topics such as chronic diseases, diabetes, 
asthma, hypertension, and obesity

n Covered other topics such as First Aid and CPR, FIFA 
World Cup 2022 (Glocalization), and discussed Qatar in 
a global context in relation to sport

Science
During the 2021-22 academic year, the Science 
department focused on inquiry-based learning that led 
to several project explorations in the classroom. This 
approach allowed students to consolidate their learning 
while using their own initiative and creativity.

Some examples include:
Grade 9 students worked on investigating the digestive 
system. Each group presented their model to the class, 
clarifying organs and their functions. In addition, they 
discussed some health-related issues and the suggested 
scientific solutions.

Grade 11 students worked on a project that represents 
human impact on the hydrological cycle. Each group 
presented to the class, followed by a debate to discuss 

the issues and suggest solutions with reasoning.
Students used lab experiments to build an understanding 
about kinetic factors in chemical reactions, rates of 
reactions, enthalpy of reactions, signs of chemical change, 
ways of building Galvanic cells, etc. 

Below are some examples of student’s work:  

Students developed different competencies: being 
responsible, expanding their knowledge, being critical 
thinkers, enjoying working in groups, listening and 
respecting others’ points of view, and sometimes 
resolving conflicts.

Using Model kits: students used model kits to build 
molecules

Using Simulations: students used PHET simulations to 
build a molecule, study the pH of various solutions, and 
deduce the effect of dilution on pH.

Students as Teachers: students marked their peers’ 
papers, providing feedback to their friends. 

Debate: students were divided into groups in which 
they analyzed a topic, researched it, and discussed their 
position on the topic while defending their arguments 
using debating techniques.

Case study: students in grade 12 chose a case they 
wanted to study further, designed their experiments, and 
collected data to be represented in the form of a scientific 
report. 

MYP Personal Project: students developed as IB learners 
during this experience. Throughout their journey, they 
used their personal abilities and skills required to 
produce and present an extended piece of work. They 
practiced personal inquiry, action, and reflection on 
specific topics, and issues. The students wrote a report, a 
process journal and designed a product.

Studying outdoors: many groups were taken outdoors to 
experience learning out of the classroom. They enjoyed 
working in the cooler surroundings of the school grounds 
and collaborated, taking into consideration safety and 
social distancing.

Humanities Highlights
n The Diploma Program Business Studies students 

applied for the “Teach a Man to Fish” competition once 
again during 2021-22. This activity allowed students 
to work in teams and come up with a unique business 
idea. The business plan put forward to the competition 
was a charity clothes collection. The idea was to work 
with Qatar Charity in providing clothes that could 
be sent to disadavantaged parts of the world. The 
Business Studies students planned to run the event in 
school to target both Secondary and Primary students 

to bring their clothes to school for a QAK clothing 
bank. The operations team would then categorize the 
collection. The marketing team was split into three 
teams: one team to market the event, one team to 
collect clothes from boys, and one team to collect 
clothes from girls. Unfortunately, this year’s cohort 
was not able to carry out the activity due to COVID-19 
restrictions. We are hopeful that wonderful ideas like 
this one will come to fruition in the years to come

n Diploma Program Business Studies students 
participated in a global marketing event in logo design. 
The aim of the event was for business students from 
across the world to demonstrate their ability to design 
a business or organizational logo. The task was to 
create a logo that represents the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals. This project enabled 
students to work in teams to put their acquired 
marketing skills to good use

n As part of their studies in Geography, Diploma 
Program students developed a Breakfast Club. This 
club was created to show appreciation to teachers for 
their dedication to their welfare and progress

n As part of a Middle Years Program Arabic and 
Humanities interdisciplinary unit, QAK staff made a 
connection with Qatar Museums to collaborate on 
integrating the museums’ offerings(/resources) into 
the humanities curriculum  

n Fortunately this year, some of our MYP students were 
able once again to participate in Model United Nations 
(MUN) 

Art/design/music in 
Senior School 
At Qatar Academy Al Khor, students pursued developing 
and improving their fine motor skills in visual arts, where 
they were exposed to experimenting and creating various 
art media. Using critical investigations and visible thinking 
skills, students improved their ingenuity and creativity 
to produce unique, authentic artworks throughout MYP 

and DP coursework. Due to the COVID-19 situation, the 
students missed a lot of class time designed to develop 
their technical skills using actual art media. However, 
teachers tried to encourage the students to work on 
digital art and photography on their own. In MYP, students 
worked on Google Drawings, Photopea, and Procreate. DP 
students were able to work with Photoshop, Illustrator, 
and Photography Lightroom software to develop their 
art digital skills. After we came back to school normally, 
we went back to hands-on projects and activities derived 
from their digital studies. 

Through Design Technology courses, we offered 
digital and product design classes. While the pandemic 
negatively affected the design classes and the availability 
of the physical product design tools students normally 
use, it also allowed the students to explore online design 
tools. All year, teachers were keen on developing critical 
and creative thinking skills in the students. We followed 
the design cycle in the MYP and DP courses by trying to 
find solutions to real-life problems. Students explored 
design techniques, such as graphical and physical 
modeling, and used simple and advanced tools for 
industrial machinery. Throughout the year, we focused 
on developing their digital skills by using software like 
Photopea, Vectr, TinkerCAD, Photoshop, and Illustrator. 

This year at Qatar Academy Al Khor, we introduced music 
to students in MYP 1, 2 and 3. Students studied different 
music genres, including home country celebrations 
with traditional music rhymes. They developed their 
appreciation for various types of music while improving 
their listening and practical music performance skills. 

In 2021-22, teachers were also able to host the MYP 
grade 10 Personal Project Exhibition. MYP Personal 
Projects were student-centered and age-appropriate, 
enabling students to engage in practical explorations 
through a cycle of inquiry, action, and reflection. MYP 
projects helped our students to develop the attributes 
of the IB learner profile while providing students with 
an essential opportunity to demonstrate approaches to 
learning skills developed through the MYP, and fostering 
the development of their ability to become independent, 
lifelong learners. 
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IBDP Visual 
Arts Exhibition
After two years of COVID-19 restrictions in place, we 
were excited to have student exhibitions back in school. 
The IBDP Visual Art exhibition is an annual exhibition that 
showcases the hard work the grade 12 students have 
produced throughout their two years in Visual Art class. 
Each student created 7 to 10 pieces of art reflecting the 
theme they explored while displaying their acquired skills. 

This year we had 13 outstanding students who were 
very proud to present their different themes as follows:  
n Yasmin Walid AL Haidari “In Between Reality” 
n Ajlan Abdulla Al Kaabi “Culture, The Way of Life for an 

Entire Society” 
n Alanoud Al Kaabi “To Have and To Hold”
n Talal Al Kuwari “Nature Through My eyes”
n Noora Al Mannai “An Insight into Healing” 
n Fatima Al Mohannadi ”Flourishing”
n Maryam Issa AlMohannadi 
n Mohammed Ahmad Al Mohannadi “Sensation of Life” 
n Aisha Saif Al Mohannadi “Deep Down” 
n Malak Essa Al Mohannadi “Beyond Anyone’s 

Imagination”
n Hissa Ali Al Mulla 
n Amna Mohammed Al Sada “Moment by Moment” 
n Rawan Mohammed Eyada “Individuality”

”وكفى بالله وكيال“ 

”ولنا في الخيال حياة“  

QAK 
Community
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Parental 
Engagement 
This year, the Parent-Teacher-Student-Association 
(PTSA) was activated and the committee was formed 
in November 2021. Four fruitful meetings took place to 
discuss and generate new ideas and projects including 
enhancing social media posts, parent contributions to the 

school life, and improving school-home communication. 
The committee met in June 2021 and initiated an action 
plan for the coming academic year. The main purpose of 
the plan was to enhance the communication with parents 
and inviting them to be more active participants in the 
school life. The QAK Alumni initiative launch is one of the 
projects that can benefit from parents’ contribution. This 
collaboration can only benefit our students’ learning and 
wellbeing, and improve the connection with QAK families!

American 20,  Lebanese 20, British 19, Jordanian 9, Canadian 8, Indian 8, Egyptian 8, Sudanese 8, Syrian 6, Qatari 6, 
Filipino 5, Romania 2, Pakistani 2, Irish 2, Iranian 2, Yemeni 2, Palestinian 2, New Zealander 2, Sri Lankan 1, Iraqi 1, 
Spanish 1, Saudi Arabian 1, Australian 1, Omani 1, Nigerian 1, South African 1, Bahraini 1, Venezuelan 1

QAK Staff Numbers
Demographics as per nationality

QAK Staff Gender 
Demographics

QAK Student Nationalities

Qatari

Female

Non-
Qatari

Male

30 QAK Annual Report 2021-22 31QAK Annual Report 2021-22



Support 
Services

QAK provides students with various support services 
to meet their needs. The school provides formalized 
academic intervention from learning support teachers 
at the Primary, and a counselor for academic and social 
support at the Secondary. Additionally, QAK partners 
with The Learning Center (TLC) to provide students 
with specialist services and evaluation from a School 
Psychologist, Occupational Therapist, Behavior/Autism 
Specialist and Speech Language Pathologist.
The student support teams facilitate and coordinate a 
multi-tiered support system to ensure that all students 
have access to knowledge and skills necessary to become 
globally competitive, lifelong learners. Support is provided 
through three main avenues.

Small Group Intervention
A variety of small group intervention activities occur 
throughout the year, which focus on issues that including 
academic, developmental and social skill development.

Individual Student Intervention
The student support team structure ensures that teams 
are working together to meet the individual needs of all 
students. Individual services are established to support 
students who may need a little extra support in some area 
of their educational experience. Services include academic 
support, speech and language sessions, occupational 
therapy, psychological counseling, academic counseling, 
and behavior intervention planning.

Teacher and Parent Consultation
Collaborating with teachers and parents in a unified 
approach to find the most effective methods to help each 
child reach his/her academic potential is the cornerstone 
of our program. Always operating with the best interest of 
the student in mind, we work together to help each child 
achieve academic, emotional, and social success.

Students may be referred by teachers, administration, 
their parents, or even themselves to discuss and work on 
improving issues that may be creating an interference in 
their academic or personal life.
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Professional 
Development

During the 2021-22 academic year, QAK staff showed 
great diligence in their pursuit of excellence in teaching 
and learning. We had a significant percentage of academic 
staff members accomplish professional development 
opportunities that helped them grow as teachers and 
leaders in the school. Due to the continued mode of online 
professional development during the pandemic, many of 
the external workshops and programs completed were 
delivered virtually. 

Below is a snapshot of the engagement our staff 
members showed in improving their craft throughout 
the year:

n 100% of our academic staff participated in external 
professional development activities

n More than 70 different external workshops and 
programs were completed by staff members

n More than 150 external workshops and programs 
were attended by staff members

n More than 1200 hours were invested by staff members 
for professional development

Not only were QAK staff fully engaged in completing 
workshops and programs to improve specific skills in 
teaching and learning, but some staff members also 
pursued advanced academic degrees in education 
through partner universities.

Finally, in addition to these impressive numbers for 
professional learning outside the school, QAK teachers 
collaborated together regularly to develop the curriculum, 
enhance their teaching skills, and build support services 
for students. They shared best practices for teaching and 
learning in both online and in-person formats.

Part of QAK’s mission 
statement includes the 
empowerment of lifelong 
learners. Based on what 
they accomplished during 
the 2021-22 academic 
year, QAK staff members 
embodied lifelong 
learning themselves as 
they continued to pursue 
excellence as professional 
educators.
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Glocalization
At Qatar Academy Al Khor, 
we are developing strategies, 
interventions, and initiatives 
to glocalize the curriculum.  
Learning glocalization is 
all about linking the global 
context with the local 
knowledge, innovation, 
language, culture, heritage, 
and values of Qatar. 

This exciting initiative began in 2020-21 and its aims 
and objectives mirrors QAK’s mission and vision. We 
pursue to empower our learners to think critically as 
compassionate and principled global citizens grounded 
in Arab values, while celebrating Qatari National heritage 
and culture. By studying glocalization we envision our 
QAK learners to be future leaders of Qatar who will make 
a positive difference in the world.

At QAK, we started to design a glocalized curriculum in 
2020-21 that supports dual language development. Our 
strategic aim over the next five years is for our learners 
at QAK to demonstrate their understanding and critical 
approach to global issues within their learning. In turn, 
this correlates with positive, local, and meaningful 
action. This applies to Pre 3 to Grade 12. As educators, 
we recognize that our learners need to understand and 
relate to the culture and heritage before they embrace 
it. During the planning stage in the first academic year 
of implementation, we brainstormed and started to audit 
the relevant resources, material, and examples driven 

from the local community. Examples include classroom 
activities relating to the heritage and culture in Qatar 
History, Arabic and English language, and the Arts. The 
exploration of science and technology relating to Qatari 
innovations is another area explored across subjects. 
In Grade 6, interdisciplinary units investigated the 
contextual relationship between Mathematics and Islamic 
architecture. Nine of our educators across the grade 
levels from pre 3 to grade 12 have worked with Qatar 
Genome on developing glocalized resource plans for QF 
and PUE. Utilizing Qatar Genome’s resources has enabled 
our educators to develop ideas, which embrace thinking 
globally and acting locally. 
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Accreditation News
/ Membership

During the 2020-21 academic 
year, QAK prepared for and 
completed the schoolwide 
re-accreditation cycle for 
the US-based accreditation 
agency, Middle States 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools Commissions on 
Elementary and Secondary 
Schools (MSA-CESS). 

15 October 2021, through the hard work completed by our 
wonderful staff, we were re-accredited through 1 January 
2029. During the 2021-22 academic year, we applied for 
CIS membership in February 2022 and our application 
was accepted. 

We will also begin working with the International 
Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) to pursue schoolwide 
re-authorization that enables us to continue operating 
as a full, three-program continuum IB World School. 
Many praises and congratulations are due to all the 
QAK students, staff, and parents that make our school a 
wonderful place to grow and learn!
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QAK Grade 3 Student Nayef Ahmad Al Hail utilized his 
expertise as an ambassador for Down’s Syndrome in 
children to raise awareness among his classmates during 
the month of March. He developed his student leadership 
and communication skills through giving talks to Grade 
3 students and answering their questions about this 
developmental condition. When asked why he chose to 
raise awareness about this, Nayef replied that when he 
saw how a person with Down’s Syndrome was treated, he 
wanted to make sure that people were aware of why they 
were different, to treat them equally, to prevent bullying. 
Nayef was sure that by talking with his QAK classmates, 
he was creating a positive perspective on Special Needs 
and hopefully making a change in how they treat and 
respect others.

Story of Change: 
Nayef Al Hail – 
Down’s Syndrome Ambassador
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