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Issue # 1

Have you Ever Dreamed of a Better World?

WHY NOT?!

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can
change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.
Margaret Mead
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Dear Reader,
Greetings to you!!
Virtue can be defined by many as
selflessness and altruism, and doing
good for others while expecting
nothing in return is a wonderful
feeling! Therefore, Service as Action
is a vital part of the MYP Programme
at Qatar Academy Al Khor and is a
mandatory requirement for students
to complete. It starts in the classroom
and extends beyond it, requiring
students to take an active part in the
communities in which they live. As a
result, giving importance to the sense
of community throughout the programme, encourages responsible citizenship
and seeks to deepen the student’s knowledge and understanding of the world
around them.
By contributing in this magazine, MYP students
have been reflective about what they have been
learning in current units, and have taken action to
spread awareness about certain topics among
their school community. We hope you enjoy
reading the very first issue of our school
magazine, and we anxiously await your feedback
on QAK Facebook!

Happy reading!
The English Department
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Becoming a Change Agent

I learned a lot
of new things

Dealing with different management styles may be kind of difficult
sometimes, but trying to be a change agent will take risks and patience. It was
the first day at my new school, and I had to make new friends. I was always
known in my family as the positive most proactive person anyone ever knew. I
also loved seeing other people that are proactive and think positively, similar to
me. However, I didn’t expect them to be exactly the same as me because people
have their own sense of uniqueness.
Walking to my class alone one day, like a penguin who lost its family trying
to find someone to talk to, I was so crestfallen. The first two classes were so
boring, but that was okay because break time was
approaching: the time where i get to meet someone new. I

noticed that most people there were a bit reactive rather
than proactive, so i decided to take a big step and make a
huge change. I sat next to a girl in the cafeteria named
Jenna. We both started talking and introducing ourselves
to each other, and she kept saying how boring and
frustrating studying is to her.
Then she said, “I always behave in a reactive way, and most people are
aware of that. I try my best, but I don't find it so easy to look at things so
positively, and be a proactive person like you. Could you help me become
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someone better, pleeeeease!”Right at that moment an idea blasted into my head. I
could help Jenna become a better person, even though she already seemed that
she had a small quantity of proactiveness .
Days at school went by, and every day I would teach Jenna something new
about proactive people and looking at things on the bright
side. We explored different topics and characteristics; for
example, communicating with others and understanding
their ideas - showing respect - all hard work will pay off be patient - look at the bright side. Eventually, she got
better and better. Until finally by the end of the school
year, she was known by the positive most proactive
person ever known at school!

In the end, making a positive change in someone is going to take time, but
it will pay off because not only will you help improve others, but you will improve
yourself too for your own good…..WHY NOT?! Just think about it….. If YOU ever
have to deal with a reactive person, what would you do about it and why?

By Yomna Ahmed 6A
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Conservation - Thai Tigers

The David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation (DSWF) started to help tigers in Thailand
in 2010. The Foundation acted because in the last century there were 100,000 tigers
in the whole world in many different places but after expanding human population
and poaching, the tigers’ population dropped down 93 % and the world now has
only 5,000 tigers left. Also there are no breeding wild tigers left in Cambodia,
Vietnam and China. This is why DSWF is trying to help tigers in Thailand to
increase tigers’ population. The main way DSWF is helping conservation is by
artists selling their work to raise money for conservation projects such as this one.
What’s the type of tigers in Thailand and how many is the population there?
The types of tigers in Thailand are Indochinese Tigers. The population of tigers in Thailand is
between 200 – 300.
Grade 10
Hamad Al Naemi

Photos by Mr. Dave
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Jardim Gramacho Dumpsite
The Jardim Gramacho dumpsite is located in Brazil, Rio de Janeiro in a city called
Duque de Caxias. It is South America’s largest open-air landfill and it is about 321
acres in size (1.29904 𝑘𝑚2 ). This Landfill (dumpsite) was one of the biggest landfills
in the world until they closed it and buried it in the dirt. The Jardim Gramacho
dumpsite was a home to many people who picked up useful thing from the trash
like plastic bottles and sold them for money to survive.
The Brazilian trucks used to dump about 7,000 to 9,000 tons of trash every
day. The total of the trash was about 60 million tons and all of the trash was so
toxic it leaked into the streams that led straight into the ocean, which made the
area’s water not swimmable. The Jardim Gramacho dump was a man-made
disaster.
When the site closed and was
buried in dirt, the catadores,
which are the people who
searched for useful thing in
the trash, received a payout
from the government
because it was a toxic and
dangerous place to be living
in. A girl who lived on that
dumpsite said that she would
wake at 4am, go out with a
torch and not return home
until 10pm. She would sift and sort the trash for anything that could be recycled
like plastic bags, aluminum cans, copper wires, cardboard, and newspapers then
fill as many bags as possible.
In a good week she could earn up to 300Qar (about £75). She said:
” I’ve been in arguments and I had to be tough to keep what I found because if I let
my head down, someone would jump on me.” (Interview in
7
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article: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/19/trash-rio-de-janeirowaste-tip-film) That is how this girl survived before the dumpsite was buried and
before she was given money from the government.
This dumpsite has been the setting for a couple of films. One in particular is Trash.
The story “Trash” is about 3 dumpsite boys and it was directed by Stephen Daldry.
The dumpsite was full of toxins and the crew had to duck during gang shootouts so
the director built an artificial rubbish heap for the shooting of Trash for the safety of
the crew. What happened to the crew showed how dangerous the dumpsite is and
how people living there didn't have a chance to go out because they had no money
to survive so they stayed there. Even the air in the dumpsite was polluted and
dangerous to breath.
People should start to pay attention to what is going on in the world because
plastic pollution has been a serious issue and all the garbage comes from people
who don't even care where their garbage ends up. The garbage that is in dumpsites
are slowly ending up in oceans and killing marine mammals. Recycling and raising
awareness are the 2 simplest solution people could try to do.
By Deema
Grade 8 Language and Literature
Citation:
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/06/05/world/americas/brazil-landfill-closure/index.html
http://www.wastelandmovie.com/jardim-gramacho.html
http://www.theplaidzebra.com/jardim-gramacho-garbage-picker-world-largest-landfill/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/19/trash-rio-de-janeiro-waste-tip-film
For photo:
http://cdn.cnn.com/cnnnext/dam/assets/120605064641-gramacho-1-horizontal-large-gallery.jpg
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What do you do when you see
Garbage?
Have you ever seen the posters about plastic pollution or climate change or global warming
and walked past them and ignored them? Well these problems all have causes of their own, but
research has found that garbage mostly causes them or has an effect in increasing the issue.
That’s why us humans have a big role in sustaining our environment for our future .
These days, you can never walk past a beautiful ocean
or a park without finding a piece of plastic or cardboard
that ruins the beautiful views of the area. Even though
some cities are rich enough to pay workers to collect that
trash, people keep throwing the trash away on the streets.
Some cities are not rich enough for that so the trash
accumulates on the streets and it gets too late to clean up
since it’s way too much. People think it's okay to keep
adding up to it. So, then the plastic waste goes to the
ocean, gets collected and ruins the ocean view. Or it all
gets collected in landfills in poor countries like the
Philippines or Brazil. People even live in these dumpsites
and depend on our trash for resources.
We use a lot of plastic in our daily lives like, plastic bags, plastic plates, plastic forks and
spoons, plastic cups, water bottles, plastic packaging etc… Oceans are getting full of acids and
chemicals from these toxic plastic wastes. The acids in the plastic melt away into the air and we
breath it. Did you know, that of the 100 million metric tons of plastic produced every year, about
10 million end up in the oceans? Our oceans are absorbing carbon dioxide, rapidly causing them to
become more acidic. This is threatening the habitat of every species that lives in the ocean. Larger
pieces make up the Eastern Garbage Patch, a floating whirlpool of trash in the Pacific oceans that’s
about twice the size of Texas which is about 120 times the size of Qatar! It takes 500-1,000 years
for plastic to degrade. Over the last ten years we have produced more plastic than during the whole
of the last century. Because of that, plastic should be illegal!
We have been put on this earth for centuries. The earth has been beautiful until the past
few decades. To ensure a future for the next generations, we must start cleaning up the mess
that we have caused. We should fix this! It’s not going to be easy, but we must start right now
before it’s too late. If we keep adding garbage on the planet, it will destroy the beautiful nature
we live in and in a few years, we won’t have our clean air or beautiful seasons.
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The most obvious solution is recycling. We can use less
of the disposable plastic and start using renewable plastic.
This will help our environment so much because most of
the trash that gets thrown away in the ocean is plastic and
that is the most harmful waste. We currently recover only
five percent of the plastics we produce. Let’s increase that
number starting today! So I suggest that you start
recycling even in the smallest things, like start using
reusable water bottles instead of plastic ones. Or start
bringing your own reusable bags to the grocery store. Use
wooden or paper utensils like cups, plates, spoons and
forks instead of plastic but make sure to recycle them in a
proper way.

Have you noticed a pattern? All that trash that
WE are throwing is just harming US at the end. So
why do we keep doing this? Well, some people
don’t even realise that these issues are happening
around them. Some don’t even care. They don’t
realise how they are harming their own home and
that the planet can never return the way it was
before. But we can do our best in sustaining it. I
hope we can come together and save our planet,
because it is our only home.
“When you put the whole picture together, recycling
is the right thing to do.”
– Pam Shoemaker

By
Maryam Issa 8A
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Florence
Angel of Crimea, hardworking, courageous.
Lover of nursing, helping others, and caring.
Who believed in the power of women.

Who feared being stressed, and being pressured
by the society.
Who wanted to change the world and help all
sick people.
Who gave love, kindness, and confidence.
Who would like to see a cure for every one.
Nightingale

11

Florence

Who is caring, stubborn, and hard working
A member of an elite social family
The lover of supporting others and making
a difference
Who feels glad when protecting lives
Who desires assisting in making the world
a healthier place
Who fears a world without sanitary
nursing

Who gives life protection
Resident of Lea Hurst
Nightingale
BY: Youssef Ashraf
7B
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Two Perspectives - One Person
By: Bahjat Ahmad Anbar 8B
Trash is a novel that revolves around three poor orphans that live on a dumpsite.
These boys are not ordinary dumpsite boys though, they always manage to get
stuck in the middle of something huge. Throughout the novel, the author switches
perspectives between the characters every chapter or two. He started the first
chapter from Raphael’s perspective, then he switches to his friend Gardo’s
perspective.
I wanted to write a specific scene in the novel from 2 different character's’
perspective. So here is the creative piece of writing I wrote:
Let’s Go

(The Key)
If felt like an eternity, slowly sliding on the belt, which looked like a black
snake the didn’t seem to have a tail. There I was, lying in a brown leather wallet
under the ever-lasting blazing sun.
Hours went by and nothing changed, but I had hope in the unforeseen disgusting
future, that something would change.
Suddenly, I felt like I was soaring through the skies, like a free bird. I felt the
cool wind coming from the small opening of the wallet and it was so creepy.
However, it still felt weird. Being locked up in what seemed like a prison, but
even being a key, I couldn’t unlock the door to escape!
The flight, the feeling of freedom, they both ended with a tragic ‘thump’ as I
crashed into the trash . I sunk deep inside the mountain of garbage and ‘stupp’.
Slowly but surely, enduring the pain of the rat’s bites, being crammed inside the
wallet, struggling to sleep, I had faith the one day, I will be of use to someone.
13
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(Gordo)
Hey, it’s me Gardo, your average dumpsite boy. Walking barefoot, wearing a small
shirt, tight jeans, poking and sorting the trash with my rusty metal hook. However,
living on a dumpsite is back-breaking and difficult. You have to watch out for the
stinky rats. They eat your food, home, and sometimes take a chunk off of your body.
That doesn’t mean I will give up, especially because I have my friend Raphael.
Most of the time he has a sarcastic, encouraging tone, that makes me forget all of the
weight on my skinny shoulders. He wears a T-shirt, so big, that he sometimes pull
over his head to protect him from the sun’s scorching
rays. He also wears shorts, which makes me jealous,
because they allow you to have more flexibility and
freedom to move, unlike my tight jeans.He also walks
barefoot, like most of us. However, his feet are as
hard as hooves, he would step on pointy pieces of
plastic, and rigid surfaces and not feel it.
Raphael and I were sorting through trash, like what
we usually do. All we find is plastic and ‘stupp’. If we
find something exceptional, we tell each other. Today, Raphael suddenly started
squealing. I looked over at him, he had a wide smile on his face. His eyes were
sparkling with excitement. He jumped up and down, screaming:”Yo dude! Come
check this out!”. I zipped through the piles of trash. Quickly, being like the wind, I
was there, holding a brown wallet together with Raphael.
(The Key)
“Crunch-Crunch”. I started to hear sounds of garbage being
digged up. Little beams of light were flowing in the the small
cracks that were made as a result from digging. The little spaced I
was crammed in started to light up, igniting the fire of hope inside
my heart, saving it from getting extinguished by fear and sorrow.
I saw a kind face, desperately trying to save me. Drops of sweat were dripping from
his forehead, but he kept digging with his rusty hook. Finally, I was resting between
his warm hands. I saw a wide smile on his face, full of excitement. His eyes were
screaming:”I finally found it!”
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(Gordo)
Later, we sat together and checked the
contents of the wallet. There was money!
1 pesos! Logically, Raphael got the
bigger the share since he was the one to
find it. He got six big ones while I got
five. We also found two other outlandish
things. An card with a picture, and a
shining silver key.
We decided to go over to our friend Rat.
He seems to have some experience with these things. Raphael gave the
key to Rat. He stretched his arms that seemed like needles towards the
light. The number 101 appeared on the key.
“Ahah, it must be a locker key.”
I said:”where are these lockers?”
- “In the city. You will need to take the train at 6 o’clock to go there”
- “We will be there tomorrow at 5:45, will come?”
- “Yea, ofcourse.”

(The Key)
“Hoot Hoot” The train was riding the tracks,
like a surfing board riding the waves.
Quickly, zipping through the tracks, were
were there, in 30 minutes. I felt nervous, that
something big would happen. I was foggy
and cold, I started to feel nauseous. Raphael
held me firmly. Rat showed a signal with his
hand. He pointed to the ground from the
train’s window and whispered a single word:
”Jump!”
15
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We jumped, and thankfully, all landed safely. If we
continued to go by train, the station workers would
have kicked us out. We ran to the lockers, following
Rat:” Raph. grab the key and open locker 101.”
Raphael looked at the shining silver key, cleaned it
with his shirt, then walked to the locker. He held out
the key, inserted it into the lock, then twisted it.

The Key)
“Cluck” The locker opened, revealed a letter. The letter appeared to be quite old and
dusty. There was a message written on it. It was a very weird combination of
numbers. It went like this:

124.12661.126.1.86.3.236.i85.2.46..etc...
It was so long, I felt dizzy just by looking at it. The boys
stared at the message, with eyes burning of excitement
showing a sign of wanting to adventure. “Let’s go” they
said together!
After writing this piece, I am able to analyze
problems and situations from multiple perspectives,
taking into consideration all the outcomes for
different people.
For example, while looking at the world-wide problem of poverty, it can
be looked at through the lense of globalization & sustainability, poverty can
be considered an effect of unsustainable use of money in different
communities. Or, it can be looked at from the perspective of some rich
people, who think that poverty isn’t a big problem.
This creative writing piece helped me look at world-wide problems like
poverty through different perspectives. I hope you would do so too.
16

;
Lorem
Issue
1 Ipsum Dolor

Spring 2016
November 2017

The Moon and the Sun

The moon of my children rises on my day;
Their night is greeted by my sun.
We look for each other beyond skyscrapers and mountains,
Eyes stinging with the salt of tears and ocean.
These lines etched on the earth by man are erased by my heart,
Each beat counting down to the time when
space becomes matter
distance becomes closeness
dream becomes touch:
Both the moon and the sun illuminate love

By Badia
17
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The paintings below are drawn by David
Leadbetter.
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Interview with Grade 12 Amna Al Hitmi
Hi, I’m Amna Issa Al Hitmi.
I am a 15 years old Qatari girl who has a passion for
writing and art. Studying at QAK built up my
confidence and helped me discover my own abilities,
and as you can see, creating this book is one of them. I
learned from the experience of others and got a chance
to see people who I know achieve their goals after a
long struggle. I want to help all teenagers achieve their
goals as I achieved one of my goals when I created my
book,” I failed on my way to Success … but I Kept
Moving”

1.Where and how did you publish your book?
I sent a draft to a company to make 300 copies after I finished writing my book. I then
started presenting and selling it when I was in grade 10 during the personal project fair.

2.Did you draw the pictures?
Yes I did draw them. I sketched and coloured them in white plain paper, then scanned and
edited them using my computer.

3.Where did you get your inspiration from to write a book?
I’ve always been passionate about creative writing and drawing. When I began the personal
project journey, we were warned to choose something we love and are passionate about.
Therefore, I wanted to combine the two most things I love: illustrating and writing. From
there, I came to the conclusion of writing a book.
4.Did someone help you when writing your book?
When I began writing the first draft of my book. I did it alone. However in my second draft I
had some help from Mr. David my previous English teacher and as well as Ms. Linda.
When it comes to the illustration, I worked on it with Mr. Amer (DT teacher), at that time
he was my personal project supervisor.
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5.How many days/months did it take you to write your book?
It took me about five months to finish the final draft of my book and an extra month for
editing the illustration in the book.
6.What inspired you to write this book?
I wanted to motivate everyone, especially teenagers to achieve their goals and be
familiar with the right steps for achieving any goals they set themselves with.

7.How did you feel when you wrote your book? Did you enjoy it?
Every step of writing this book was enjoyable for me. My passion and love for these
kind of project did not make me feel like I was forced to do this project.

Interviewed by AlJori & Hind 6A
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Grade 11 interview for
Fatma Al Thani
1.What was your first positive experience in QAK? How did you
feel as you received your MYP certificate for grade 10 especially
since you came in first place?
My first positive experience in QAK was getting an 8 on a math
test. I was new to the school and achieving a high grade level
made me feel very proud of myself. I was thrilled to find out my
grade on the MYP certificate and to know that I scored the highest
grade in the school. I’m glad to see the result of all the hard work I
put in during my MYP.
2.What do you think it takes to be successful and rank first place
like you in MYP and receive a certificate?
Being successful in MYP isn’t as hard as it seems. The main thing
a student needs to do is to focus in class and absorb all the
information they are given. The MYP is mostly a skill based
progam, by practicing skills like essay writing, research and
writing lab reports students can easily do well on their MYP
exams.
21
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3.How would you describe your ability to work as a team
member,and how would you handle working with someone you
didn't particularly like?
I would describe myself as a decent team member. I sometimes
have difficulties working with people as I’m very individual in
my work; however, I try to take charge in a team and deligate
depending on the skills of my team members. If I were to work
with someone I don’t like, I would separate my feelings from
my work and I would keep the communication between us
professional.
4.Have you ever faced any difficulty in a certain subject?
I have faced difficulty with a few sujects, mainly I have problems
with chemistry but by practicing and asking for help I’m able to
achieve well in this subject.

22

;
Lorem
Issue
1 Ipsum Dolor

Spring 2016
November 2017

5.Can you give the grade 6 students who have just started
MYP program tips on how to study please?
My main tips are:
1. Focus in class
2. Keep your notes organized
3. Learn from teachers feedback
4. And most importantly complete your tasks on time
Interviewed by
Moza & Raghd
Grade 6 A

Thank you Fatma for answering our
Questions!
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Do You Read?
Interviewing our school
community
Name: Nasser Abdulkarim
Grade: 6
Role: Students of QAK
Questions and Answers:
Do you like reading books? Why?
Yes, I actually love reading books because it is really entertaining for me to do.
What motivates you to read book?
I really don't have any motivation for reading.. I just don’t it.
What genre do you read?
The genre I read is fantasy since it is really fictional and interesting for me.
What is your favorite book?
My favorite book of all time is Alex Rider.
How often do you read?
I read monthly so I can have enough time to read the books I need.

Name: Sraye Rashid
Grade: 6
Role: Students of QAK
Questions and Answers:
Do you like reading books? Why?
Yes, I do love reading book because they make me know new things
What motivates you to read book?
What motivates me to read book is my love for books.
What genre do you read?
I read the most famous genre which is fiction.
What is your favorite book?
My favorite story or book is called Goose Bumps because it is interesting for me
personally.
How often do you read?
I read books every single day.
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Name: Kim
Grade: ( Not a Student )
Role: Support Staff
Questions and Answers:
Do you like reading books? Why?
Yes, I love reading a mixture of books because it keeps me motivated.
What motivates you to read book?
What motivates me is the love for imagining while reading because that always
relaxes me.
What genre do you read?
Fantasy is my favorite genre to read because it allows my brain imagine more
things.
What is your favorite book?
My favorite book of all time that I have read is Percy Jackson, The Last
Olympian.
How often do you read?
I don't know actually, I just read when I love to.

Name: Ali Hassan
Grade: 6
Role: Student
Questions and Answers:
Do you like reading books? Why?
I do love reading books because it refreshes the information that was in my
mind.
What motivates you to read book?
Nothing actually motivates me because if I’m bored I read.
What genre do you read?
I love to read the Fantasy genre because it’s just nice to read and imagine.
What is your favorite book?
My favorite story or book is called 39 Clues.
How often do you read?
I read books every single week.

Name: Mr. Christopher
Grade: ( not a student )
Role: Teacher of Physical Education
Questions and Answers:
Do you like reading books? Why?
I am a physical education teacher but I do love to read because it tells me
stories I haven’t heard of before and I also learn a lot of lessons from them.
What motivates you to read book?
What motivates me to read books is my thirst for knowledge because as I said I
love learning new things.
What genre do you read?
Hmm… Things I do read are mostly adventure books but I do also love reading
nonfiction books.
What is your favorite book?
My favorite book is by the author Riaan Manser and the book is called Around
Africa.
How often do you read?
I actually read daily which is surprising for a Physical Education teacher.

25

;
Lorem
Issue
1 Ipsum Dolor

Spring 2016
November 2017

Name: Yousef Khalid
Grade: 8
Role: Student
Questions and Answers:
Do you like reading books? Why?
No I don't like reading books, but I prefer comics.
What motivates you to read books?
I like the pictures in comic books.
What genre do you read?
It's a weird one but it has something to do with comics, it's called “Manga”.
What is your favorite book?
Its called Attack On Titans.
How often do you read?
I actually just read two times in the year.

Name: Shabib
Grade: 7B
Role: Student
Questions and Answers:
Do you like reading books? Why?
I like reading books sometimes because it makes me learn more things that
might help me in the future.
What motivates you to read book?
Well, the main reason I actually read is because I am bored.
What genre do you read?
Umm.. Let me see.. I like reading fiction books, and I think I prefer comic books.
What is your favorite book?
I read a book from the author Rick Riordan and the book is called The Lightning
Thief.
How often do you read?
Umm.. I don't read much... once every month.

Done By:
Ahmad Eisa A E Al Mohannadi
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Word Search
Can you find these words?
PQ E W R S SE N R I A F A Z F
DR N O I T A Z I L A B O L GA
EWO R E L A T I O N S H I P S
Y R E A C T I V E D T K R BRT
E U F S C FDF C U L T U R ED
R F S G RTRU Y D S V D S AK
G D J M NYI D E N T I T I E SJ
S F E R S PTV D RYU PSJ K D
D S H S F T JHE DF J DRL N I
Here are the missing words:
Proactive
Reactive
Identities
Culture
Globalization Fairness
Relationships

By:
Hessa Hassan 6B
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Ms. Melanie and Mr. Islam
arranged the visit of the
famous author Robin Price at
QAK on November 5th.
Students had fun and
produced their own work
during this visit.
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Word Search Solution
P++ + + + S S E N R I A F+ ++
+ R + N O I T A Z I L A B O L G+
+ +O + R E L A T I O N S H I P S
+ REAC T I V E+ + + + + + + +
+ + + + C + + + + C U L T U R E+
+++ + +T+ + + + + + + + + ++
+ + + + + +I D E N T I T I E S + +
+ ++ ++ + V + + + + ++ + + ++
+ + + + + + + E + + + + + + + ++
Proactive(stairs position)
Reactive(normal position took a letter from another
word)
Identities(normal position took a letter from another
word)
Culture(normal position)
Globalization(backwords position) Fairness(backwords position)
Relationships(normal position)
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Thank you to every one who passionately
contributed in this magazine. A special
thanks goes to Mr. Mazen Nouiehed, Lead
Teacher of Technology at QAK, for providing
great support and guidance in designing the
pages for this production.
We hope to receive feedback on QAK Facebook
for suggestions of topics you would like to
read more about in the upcoming issues!
The English Department
David

Angela
Badia

Vivienne
Julie

Marwa

34

